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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-11 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper NoVMail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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1 . Applicant's election of Group I, claims 1-1 1, in the reply filed on 20 September 2006 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed 
errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claim 12 directed 
to an invention non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claim 12 has been cancelled. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art of 
record does not teach or fairly suggest a molding machine including a supporting mount which 
supports respective end portions of tie bars which are inserted through a movable platen, the 
movable platen and the supporting mount being disposed on a base plate so as to be capable of 
advancing and retreating with respect to a fixed platen disposed on the base plate; die 
opening/closing means for advancing and retreating the movable platen and the supporting 
mount for opening and closing a movable die in relation to a fixed die, and for retreating the 
supporting mount from the movable platen after opening the die; a lock mechanism provided in 
the fixed platen which locks and unlocks the other end portion of each tie bar which is inserted in 
the fixed platen when closing the die; and die clamping means disposed between the movable 
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platen and the supporting mount for moving the movable platen toward the fixed platen to 
generate a clamping force between the fixed die and the movable die, as claimed in claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to James Mackey whose telephone number is 571-272-1 135. The 

examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Dr. Yogendra Gupta can be reached on 571-272-1316. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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